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Re: 4th Avenue Well – Applicable Salt Lake Ordinance Requirements – Supplemental Points 

and Authorities concerning Master Plan and Historical Precedents - HLC PLNHLC2018-

00557 and PLNHLC2018-00558 

 Withdrawal of Comments related to Chlorination due to UAC R309-200-5(7). 

Ms. Lindquist:  

 This letter supplements my comment to the Historic Land Commission of June 6 regarding 

how the applicant’s (the DPU’s) proposed 4th Avenue Pump fails to comply with Salt Lake ordinance 

requirements. This supplemental comment concerns additional applicable ordinances and the staff 

evaluations prepared for the June 6th hearing.1 I am aware that the June 6th hearing has been postponed 

and that further negotiations may result in a revised design being submitted; however, the following 

authorities and points will be relevant regardless of any pump house design that is considered by this 

Commission.  

Effect of Salt Lake Ordinance 21A.02.040. The Staff Special Exceptions Review makes 

reference to Salt Lake City Ord. 21A.52.060(A), providing that “[t]he proposed use and development 

will be in harmony with the general and specific purposes for which this title was enacted and for 

which the regulations of the district were established,” and staff evaluated the relationship between the 

proposal and the Open Space zoning ordinance.  

The effect of Salt Lake Ordinance 21A.02.040 should be included in those evaluations. The 

ordinance requires in part that “[a]ll master plans or general plans adopted by the planning 

commission and city council for the city, or for an area of the city, shall serve as an advisory 

                                                 
1 Staff Special Exception Review Standards, Attachment “J” to the Commission’s June 6th 

hearing briefing materials (hereafter “Staff Special Exceptions Review”); Staff to the 

Commission’s June 6th hearing briefing materials (hereafter “Staff Special Exceptions 

Review”);, Attachment “I” to the Commission’s June 6th hearing briefing materials (hereafter 

“Staff New Construction Review”).  
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guide for land use decisions.” In 1986, Salt Lake City adopted a master plan for City Creek 

Canyon that provided, in part, that the City would use regulations “to ensure that incompatible 

intrusions do not develop” into the historic Canyon Road residential pocket (emphasis added).2 

The Oxford Dictionary defines “ensure” as to “1. . . . make certain. 2 . . . secure (a thing for a 

person, etc.). 3 (usu. foll. By against) make safe.”  

This guidance suggests that the Commission should not only look at development and 

performance standards3 of the existing proposal, but should also consider design alternatives that 

minimize the chemical treatment plant’s footprint within the pocket. One alternative is a small 

pump house that only contains a transmission pump that will send water to a chemical treatment 

plant outside of the residential pocket.  

Historical Precedents: Analogous public water treatment facilities have been historically 

located in lower City Creek Canyon include a frame water settling tank at Pleasant Valley, a brick 

settling building with pumps, and a value switching station. These are illustrated in an 1898 Salt Lake 

Tribune article.4 Former DPU director Hooton’s history of the City Creek water system5 indicates that 

the brick tanks were located near the 4,598 foot elevation (Figure 1)6 to the north and outside of the 

Memory Grove residential pocket.  

Withdrawal of Comments Related to Chlorination: In parts of prior comments, I have 

suggested that there was a question concerning whether chlorination of well water is required for 

“high quality groundwater” under R309-505-8 (not requiring treatment) as compared to “low quality 

groundwater” under R309-505-7 (requiring treatment when in contact with surface waters). I 

withdraw those parts of prior comments.  A separate Utah Office of Drinking Water regulation, R309-

200-5(7), provides in part:  

DISINFECTION Continuous disinfection is recommended for all water sources. It 

shall be required of all ground water sources which do not consistently meet 

standards of bacteriologic quality. Surface water sources or ground water sources 

under direct influence of surface water shall be disinfected and continuously 

monitored for disinfection residual during the course of required conventional 

complete treatment for systems serving greater than 3,300 people. . . . (emphasis 

added).  

   

                                                 
2 City Creek Master Plan adopted April, 1986 (url: 

http://www.slcdocs.com/Planning/MasterPlansMaps/CC.pdf ). 

3 Salt Lake City Ord. 21A-04.010(C)(2).  

4 Salt Lake Tribune. August 21, 1898. City’s Water System. Utah Digital Newspapers (url: 

https://newspapers.lib.utah.edu/ark:/87278/s6sj2w7t ).  

5 Hooton, Jr., LeRoy, J. (1986). Salt Lake City’s First Water Supply. Salt Lake City, Utah at 25, 

Figure 1 (url: http://www.slcdocs.com/utilities/pdf files/story.pdf ).  

6 40°47'02.3"N 111°52'57.5"W (url: https://goo.gl/maps/6NmiUUEtwJKsWHX59 ). 
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 Please feel free to contact me with any questions that you may have by the means listed 

above.  

Very Truly Yours 

Kurt A. Fisher 

Kaf 

Attached: Salt Lake City Tribune Aug. 21, 1898. 

 

 

 

Figure 1 - Brick Tank House in City Creek Canyon from Salt Lake Tribune 1898 

Figure 2 - - Location of Brick Tank House at Elevation 4,598 feet per Hooton (1986). 
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bide when full thesethesa tanks hold near-
ly gallonsKol lons but they arearc rarely
or never full at this seonseason otat the year
at 124312 orkon friday OlLer noon
there aoscrver a foot of0 water litin
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doyday and at night enough Isid jakell to
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character none oft I1Ht Is allow orfu4 1 to sogo
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reaches thothe city in theiho when
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channelcha lintl at aa great ratorate and merges
with thothe waters of tho jordan luidkind bait
lakolake canal at north temple ki treet

MAINS AND PIPES

the water mains of0 salt lakha if laid
end to end would reach from ams city
to arrovo withtv jill enough left overor for
lines to ogden lod park city in all
there aroare alleain iles of mains they
run inn size from three to thirty six
lrichca although the three inch size IsIB

now being discarded foror theiho four inch
main gives better satisfactionfaction
filiere a larumlarger pipe I1ia not practicable

the maina were laid under the super-
vision of tilethe various waterworkswaterworks su-

perintendents so far this year only 0a
little more than halthalf LLa mile of new
pipe has been laid superintendent
calnecaine hashaa not been given the appro-

priations necessary on account of the
cites poor financial condition and theihei
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after beaky hydrants and broken stopatop
cockbocki5 calculated to wastenasto water in
order that their usefulness may not ba
ImPYimpairedired superintendent calnecaine prefers
ana lilshis detectives fenmin inginincognitog
arm almo to time laborers arearc em-
ployedPI1 oye in the department when exten-
sionsI1 S I1aiele beingbeing made or other work
done Ttheirheir number varies from onoone
or tot a to forfortyy or fifty at a timelime

irrigation
the irrigationtion system of salt lake Is

as interesting in its wetyway itsas the othar
nearlydearly all the watervaler cornea
from utah takelake by way of the jordan
and saltsail lake canal it enters the city
near eleventh east street ita few rods
south of eleventh south from ththatat
P it flows north to ninth southboutit
street and tenth amot and thence letin a
northwesterly direction aas the deedsideelstsraycay through thothe city itL parses
throughh rough a covered flume nn brigham
astreet beginning at fourthfourt cast and at
thothe iagle gate cuts ovover to north
temple street and connects with tilethe
Ccityity creek canyon aqueduct from
there the combined waters nowflow onoil
dowdoarnn totc the river

t N III be seenbeen chatanthat an immense terri
i tory for irrigation Is thusthua covered A
vivisitit to the canal at its point of en-

i
trancetrance on thursday slishovedoed it to be
almostmost full of nater before the stream
leaches the point of0 junction atalt north
temple treet it Is reduced to the level
of ita narrow brook

there are hundreds of placesplace almonr

thothe loute whole the life giving fluid Is
directed on its passage it raises thothe
heads of drooping trees and foliage it
Ccausessea grass to grow in waste places
aandau gladdens theth heart of the amateur
gardener by assisting in the production
of prize vegetables and fruit the
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system otof irrigation laIs not a happy go
lucky one by any manner of0 means

sedden has a deputy
forfop each municipal ward whose duty it
is to see that no one gets water he laIs
not entitled tolo these water masters
are in charge of the diverting danisdams lain
their districts they turn the water
into various ditches at specified times
and the people otof that vicinity use thothe
water at the rate of onoone minute for
eachcael squarequare rod of ground certain
dlottdistrictsactsr have certain days for irrigat-
ing and the householder who thakeak
Mwateritter on the wrong day intentionally
lais liable to arrest uiland pi

THE QUANTITY
the question of a sufficient supply of0

1katrater bobs up before Ssaltat laklakersera eve17
summer vwithI1 lit fta reregularitygu larity as perpersistentdetent
as the ghost of banquotbanquo which Is13 de-

scribed noaa being condonablenon donabledow the
specter walks more determinedly with
each successiveolvo year litin spite of
theories calculated to lay it

city engineer nelsey Is responsible
for the statement that more water Isid
I1wasted by the city itilsuktit than by care-
lessR 83 conconsumers iiohe argues that the
supply would be ample torfor all reason-
ablehis purposes it proper storage tanks

built aniland it tilethe water thieves
were sufficiently prosecuted

it salt lakejake continues to grow and
all good citizens pin their reputationsj
asaa prophets to the prediction that it
will a vigorous wateruster campaign must
somehome time soonboon bobe waged an adade-
quate witterwater supply Is a sine quitqua ronaon
otof municipal growth and prosperity
lindind unlessunions mo tIs aacquiredaired in romenoine
way the progresss ciotr the city will be
materially retarded

it Is statedelated that if a freak winter
should come that Is 0a winter with lit-
tle or no snownow in the mountains salt
lake would be practically 9- 1aii waterwaterlesslsas a sahara to obviate such a possi-
bility however remote determined
steps must bobe taken today in spiteapito
cot0 the plentiful ansnowsiowa of 1theit0 mwinter1 lite r
many sections of the city torfor several
hours each mayhaiday haihau no starater

A ripepipe line down rignig cottonwoodCoit onwood
canyon wherehere tilethe abundant supply
never fallsfails even inIII the arvest season
hahas4 been talked of to make
such a work possible many katrlights would have to hobe bought but
tilethe end would seem to justify toothe
trouble and expensetit pense other plans have
been suggested but the city has beebeen
lately in no condition to put them in
operation

the fact remains however that un-
less something Is done antiand drinedone soon
salt lakes chance torfor growth will hebe

to what the sporting frater-
nity v call double a0 litin the green


